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Cargo Notice No: IT/001/06

    [This Notice replaces ITN IT/013/02]

To: All Operators at London Airports                                              1 April 2006

SUBJECT: CONTROL OF COMMUNITY / COMMON TRANSIT MOVEMENTS UNDER NCTS (NEW COMPUTERISED TRANSIT SYSTEM) FOR TRUCKS ARRIVING AT LONDON AIRPORTS


1. Introduction                  

This Notice outlines the procedures that Transit Shed Operators (TSO), Enhanced Remote Transit Shed Operators (ERTS) and other approved operators must follow for all goods travelling under Community/Common Transit that are received into their premises. With the implementation of NCTS, the following procedure for presenting documents to Customs must be complied with at all times, in order to obtain permission for unloading of the freight and getting the movement released.

2. Background

Goods dispatched from Third Countries, EFTA Countries or the Special Territories that are not cleared for free circulation within the European Union must remain under customs control at all times. 

Usually such movements between member states will travel under NCTS within the Community / Common Transit procedures, unless authorised to use the Level 1 or 2 Simplified Procedures for movement of goods by air. 

Movements between UK locations must also be under the Transit procedures on NCTS, except where they are permitted to be controlled electronically by simplified procedures at inventory-linked locations. (For example removals between two locations with the same linked inventory systems).

3. Approved Premises / Trader

Goods moving under NCTS may only be received at premises that are approved specifically for NCTS purposes. At Heathrow and Gatwick, all Transit Sheds and ERTS operators are approved as sub-places as part of the NCTS  ‘Office of Destination’. Traders at other premises must not accept consignments travelling under NCTS procedures, unless approved as an Authorised Consignee in their own right.

If any trader is found to be in breach of the procedure as set out in this notice or is knowingly in receipt of goods under transit without the necessary approval and authority, then that trader will be liable to Civil Penalty action taken under the provisions of Section 24 of the Finance Act 2003 and/or may be subject to offence action under Article 96.2 of the Customs Code (Council Regulation No. 2913/92). The removal of such goods from customs supervision without the appropriate authority/permission could also leave the trader liable to a customs debt for the full amount of the duty and any other taxes.  

4. Procedures

The legislation requires a CT movement to be completed immediately through presentation of the goods and TAD (Transit Accompanying Document), with supporting documents, to Customs at the Office of Destination.   

On arrival of the truck at the approved premises, an arrival notification must immediately be submitted to Customs at the Office of Destination using one of the following procedures:

4.1      Normal Procedure

4.1.1    Trader without access to NCTS
Traders without access to NCTS must submit the original TAD, lodgement sheet (see Annex 1) and supporting documents to Customs immediately on arrival of the truck. These are to be lodged at Wayfarer House for Heathrow,  Customs Outward Baggage (OB) Office in North Terminal for Gatwick, the Main Terminal for Stanstead and the General Cargo Office for Luton. Traders must provide a contact telephone number and fax number on the lodgement sheet specifically for the purpose of communicating the unloading and release instructions by Customs. For Heathrow shipments the lodgement sheet must be time stamped prior to posting in the appropriate letterbox. It is recommended that an additional copy is also stamped for receipt and control purposes. 

On receipt of a fully completed and time stamped lodgement sheet with TAD and supporting documents, Customs will decide whether to control the movement. The lodgement sheet will be faxed back to you, a minimum of one hour after the time stamp, indicating whether the movement has been released or controlled.

(a) Movement Released    If the movement has been released, you are then allowed to offload the freight at your premises and report it to Customs using an inventory control system. 

(b) Movement Controlled   If the movement has been controlled, you must wait for Customs arrival. You must not break any seal, if applied. You must not offload the freight or open the vehicle until specifically advised by Customs to do so.

Failure to provide a contact number on the lodgement sheet or presentation of an incomplete sheet will result in not receiving a reply and therefore you will not be allowed to offload the freight. Therefore it is in your own interest to ensure that the lodgement sheet is completed correctly to avoid delays to drivers in unloading.

4.1.2   Traders with access to NCTS
Traders using the normal procedure, with access to NCTS, should notify arrival by submitting an electronic message (IE007) on NCTS. This will release the guarantee in the Office of Departure. However, they are also required to produce original TAD, lodgement sheet and the supporting documents to Customs immediately on arrival of the truck. Trader will be able to check on NCTS whether the movement has been controlled or released, a minimum of one hour after the time stamp. Same procedure of control as mentioned under para 4.1.1 (a) and (b) applies.

4.2    Simplified Procedure  - for Authorised Consignees only  

Traders with Authorised Consignee status, using simplified procedures, should notify arrival by submitting an electronic message (IE007) through NCTS.  Unless the movement is to be controlled by Customs, an electronic permission to unload (IE043) will be received after the allocated time has expired.  If the consignment has been controlled by Customs, seals must not be broken or vehicle opened and / or freight offloaded until specifically authorised to do so by HMRC officers. Failure to comply with all the applicable terms and conditions, may result in the authorisation to use this simplification being withdrawn.

5. Control

Traders are responsible for ensuring that when a movement has been placed under control by Customs on arrival, the goods are not unloaded or seals broken without specific permission from Customs
Once the permission to unload has been granted and the goods have been offloaded, they must be placed in the Transit Shed / ERTS and the normal inventory record created.  

Transit documents must be processed as above and not presented attached to Import or Export Entries. However, the MRN (Movement Reference Number) should be input in the “Miscellaneous Text” field of any related entry. 

Remember:  If freight is found to have been unloaded prior to receipt of the appropriate permission from Customs, or if seals have been broken without Customs authority, the responsible trader will be subject to Civil Penalty, offence and/or customs debt action as necessary.

Any queries regarding this notice should be addressed to:

Freight Processing Team                                 Tel   020 8910 3085

Detection 12

Wayfarer House                                              Fax 020 8910 3059

Great South West Road

Feltham

Middx   TW14 8NP

Stephen Gillespie

Freight Senior Manager

Law Enforcement International Trade                                    
Issued on behalf of HMRC International Trade and Detection at Heathrow and Gatwick Airports

Annex 1

Company header details including full address must be inserted here in order to identify the trader presenting the documents and location of the arriving vehicle with goods.

Lodgement of Single NCTS Declaration under Normal Procedures 

                          T1 / T2 / T2F / UK T1 / Fall back Procedure 

         [May be used under fallback procedure by Authorised consignee]

MRN NO …………………………………………………

Place of Issue  …………………  Date of Issue  …………………

Date / Time goods received  ……………………………………

AWB No  …………………………………………………………

             …………………………………………………………

            ……………………………………………………………

            ……………………………………………………………          
Contact Tel No  …………………………………………   Fax No   …………………………………………………





Document completed by








Signature   ………………………





Print Name ………………………





 To be completed by HMRC officer





  Movement Released                      





  Movement Controlled                           





  Signature  ………………………





  Print Name  ……………………...……………….
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