Important Document Code Updates
Northern Ireland CHED Document Codes
From September 2025, Northern Ireland CHEDs are being validated against the EU CERTEX system, and we continue to see issues with declarations failing validation.
Document ID
[bookmark: _Hlk212033751]One of the main causes of the validation failures is the result of declarants failing to complete the document ID correctly. CERTEX validates the format of the document ID as well as actual number, so it is essential that declarants complete the document ID exactly as instructed in Appendix 5A. The CHED reference is generated in the TRACES system and must match exactly with the reference declared on the declaration. For instance, if declaring N853, the document ID must be declared in the format CHEDP.XI.2025.1234567, where the licence was issued in 2025 for a Northern Ireland CHED with reference number 1234567. The ‘.’ before XI, after XI and after the year, will be part of the format validation, so must be declared correctly.
Multiple CHED documents
CERTEX is unable to validate multiple CHEDs declared against a single item unless the individual write-off quantities are declared against each document code. For instance, if the mass of an item is declared as 1000kgs and is covered by two CHEDs, one for 750kgs and the other for 250kgs. If individual write-off quantities are not declared, CERTEX will attempt to validate the CHED quantities 750 kgs and 250 kgs individually against the declared mass of 1000kgs and reject because each one on it’s own is insufficient to cover the total mass. For this example, if using document code N853, this would look like –
	Document Code
	Document ID
	Write Off Quantity

	N853
	CHEDP.XI.2025.1234567  
	750 Kgs

	N853
	CHEDP.XI.2025.3456789
	250 Kgs



Appendix 5A requirements for document codes C085, C640, C678, N853, N002 & N851 are being updated to require declaration of a write-off quantity on Northern Ireland declarations when multiple CHED IDs are being declared against a single item. This does not apply in the case of a single CHED ID declared against both e.g. N851 and C085 as part of the current workaround.

Document Code C085
The EU have now added document code C085 to the Northern Ireland Tariff with an entry into force date of 29th October 2025. In order to view this, it is necessary to amend the Date of Trade to 29/10/2025 or later. As an example, the conditions against commodity code 0603140000 appear as -

Official control - plants for All countries
[image: ] From 29 Oct 2025
Meet one of the following conditions and supply the relevant document code(s) on your declaration.
	Document code
	Requirement
	Action

	C085
	Common Health Entry Document for Plants and Plant Products (CHED-PP) (as set out in Part 2, Section C of Annex II to Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/1715 (OJ L 261))
	Import/export allowed after control

	Y146
	Exemption for products intended for scientific purposes in accordance with Article 48(1) of Regulation (EU) 2016/2031
	Import/export allowed after control

	Y979
	Exemption from official controls for plants, other than plants for planting, plant products and other objects, which form part of passengers’ personal luggage and are intended for personal consumption or use (Regulation (EU) 2019/2122 Article 7d)
	Import/export allowed after control




Firearms Import Licences
Document code 9100 is currently used as the document code for both Firearms Import Licences and Nuclear Materials Import Licences. In order to separate these measures, document code 9023 is being introduced as the replacement document code for Firearms Import licences, leaving document code 9100 to cover just the Nuclear Materials Import Licences.
In order to minimise disruption, we have agreed a period of dual running from 28th October 2025 until 31st January 2026. During this dual running period, Firearms Import Licences can be declared against either 9100 or 9023. The licence must not be declared against both at the same time otherwise CDS will attempt to decrement the licence twice.
From 31st January 2026, document code 9100 will no longer be recognised as a Firearms Import Licence, other than in the case of Supplementary Declarations with an arrive date prior to 31st January 2026.
Declarations which have been pre-lodged before 28th October with document code 9100 declared for a Firearms Import Licence, will not need to make any amendment to accommodate the tariff measure change.
Declarations which are pre-lodged before 31st January 2026 but with an arrival date of 31st January 2026 or later, and which include document code 9100 for a Firearms Import Licence, will need to have the document code amended to 9023 before the declaration is arrived. It is strongly advised that declarants take advantage of the dual running period to switch to using document code 9023 before the start of 2026 in order to avoid any issues when 9100 stops being used in the firearms import tariff measure.
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